
 
September 9, 2018 Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time Lectionary: 128 Gospel MK 7:31-37 
Again, Jesus left the district of Tyre and went by way of Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, into the district of the 
Decapolis.  And people brought to him a deaf man who had a speech impediment and begged him to lay his hand on 
him. He took him off by himself away from the crowd.  He put his finger into the man’s ears and, spitting, touched his 
tongue; then he looked up to heaven and groaned, and said to him, “Ephphatha!”— that is, “Be opened!” — And 
immediately the man’s ears were opened, his speech impediment was removed, and he spoke plainly.  He ordered them 
not to tell anyone.  But the more he ordered them not to, the more they proclaimed it.  They were exceedingly 
astonished and they said, “He has done all things well.  He makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.” 

 
Spiritual Reflection: 
Jesus in today’s Gospel heals the man using his spit – a little gross – but I think it helps us to understand something 
about miracles that St. John of the Cross explains: "God does not work miracles and grant favors by means of some 
statutes so these statutes may be held in higher esteem than others, but so he may awaken the dormant devotion and 
affection of the faithful through his wonderful works."  
Spiritual Questions: 
1.  Have you ever gone on a pilgrimage to a place where a miracle or apparition has taken place?  Did it help your faith 
grow?  
2.  What Eucharistic Miracles have you read about?  How do they help bring people closer to God? 
3.  What is your favorite Marian apparition?  How do Marian apparitions bring people closer to God?  
4.  What should a person do if their devotion to an apparition or a miracle becomes greater than their devotion to God? 
5.  Do you think that today’s Gospel is how Jesus normally healed people or was this a special circumstance? 
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